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possession. Krishnaji did so and shortly afterwards deserted
to Sambhaji, who as a reward for his treachery made him
Pratinidhi of the Kolhapur kingdom. Shahu furious at
the son's treason, threw the father back into prison and
ordered his eyes to be put out, Parashuram's second son
Shripatrao was in Satara and heard of the order. He
rushed to the house of Khando Ballal Chitnis, whom he
found in his bath. With his garments still dripping*, the
kindly Prabhu ran to Shahu's palace, reminded him of
Parashuram's former services and insisted that the king
should remit the cruel sentence. With the royal paper in
his hand, Khando Ballal rode to Parashuram's coll. He
reached it just in time. Parashuram had been flung on
his back and a great stone placed on his chest. On the
stone was seated the jail surgeon. Khando Ballal Cliitnis
rushed in, knocked over the jail surgeon with a blow in
the face, rolled away the stone and saved his friend.
Parashuram was so grateful for Khando BallaPs intercession
that at the next shradha festival, the day when Hindus
honour their dead ancestors, he gave a great banquet. To
it, although he was a Deshastha Brahman he invited Khando
Ballal Chitnis, a Prabhu, To the king he showed his
gratitude in a more practical manner. Knowing that
Balaji was about to attack Krishnarao of Khatao, he begged
and obtained leave to send with Balaji his son Shripatrao.
As the youth was leaving, Parashuram sent for him and
bade him either die in battle or so bear himself as to win
for his father the royal favour. The young man eagerly
complied and in course of a hard-fought battle his valour
and example won the day. The rebel army was destroyed;
and Krishnarao and his eldest son fell dead on the battle-
field. His two younger sons fled and implored the royal
pardon. Magnanimous as ever, Shahu not only gave it,
but confirmed them in possession of the town of Khatao
(1713). As a reward for Shripatrao's gallantry the king
again offered Parashuram the office of Pratinidhi (April

* Hindqs do not strip entirely when balhing.